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Key Takeaways
The European Union (EU)’s multilateralism faces a critical juncture as Russia transforms from a strategic 

partner to a perceived threat, necessitating a comprehensive reassessment of strategies.

Challenges arise within the EU due to the absence of a cohesive foreign policy, accentuated by diverse 

member-state responses to the Ukraine conflict. National identities often supersede a harmonised European 

identity, impacting internal cohesion.

While the EU adapts strategically to manage conflicts and avoid hegemony, persistent challenges linger, 

including the tiered system among EU citizens and the imperative for vigilance against Russian threats.

The EU’s existence requires a commitment to inclusive dialogue, diversity celebration, and addressing 

multifaceted challenges. Concerns arise about EU dependencies on the US for security, ammunition, and 

public sentiment, emphasising the need for strategic autonomy.

Summary
In this expert roundtable, it was claimed that the EU’s 
multilateralism, shaped by the aftermath of the Ukraine 
war, faces multifaceted challenges. Geopolitical 
shifts, particularly Russia’s transformation, demand 
a comprehensive reassessment of strategies. Internal 
challenges, such as the absence of a cohesive foreign 
policy and struggles with identity consolidation, 
underscore the delicate balance required for effective 
multilateralism. The EU exhibits adaptability but 
contends with persistent issues like the tiered system 
among citizens and the imperative for vigilance 
against Russian threats. 

The complexity extends to marketing challenges, where 
the EU’s commendable performance in the Ukraine 
war contrasts with external perceptions favouring 
NATO. Inclusivity, diversity, and addressing challenges 
like ageing populations and external dependencies 
on the US become critical. The EU’s dedication to 
a holistic and multilateral approach is questioned, 
emphasising the need for a resilient framework amid 
evolving geopolitical dynamics. Overall, experts of 
this roundtable noted that navigating such challenges 
is pivotal for the EU’s sustained effectiveness on the 
global stage.


